To: Howell City Council
Date: April 2010

We the undersigned reside in or around the area of the City known as Piety Hill. Like you,
we care very much about our City and our neighborhood. We have been the recipients of recent
major repairs on and under our streets and it is this to which we draw your attention. Currently
our emotions range from simple bewilderment to anger to heartache. We understand that a pre-
renovation rendering implies a certain outcome. Sometimes, as in our case, it bears little to reality.
And it is this reality we would like you to study and address. We ask not o?ly on bt;half of
ourselves, but also on behalf of the entire community.

First, we ask that you drive through our neighborhood. You may be following a car that
suddenly stops and the driver exits. That driving lane just became a parking spot and that road
immediately became a one-lane path. Our roads have narrowed so drastically that with parked cars
and trucks and trash receptacles and piles of snow, they can be dangerous to navigate.

¥ When cars are parked on the road and a resident backs out of his/her driveway opposite
those cars, it 1s extremely difficult to avoid hitting the parked car(s), due to the very narrow one-
lane and the very narrow apron on the driveway. It is a hazard for both the driver and the parked
cars. This 1s exacerbated in the winter, for obvious reasons.

We would like you to drive to Detroit and take notice along the 1-96 and [-696 freeways. You
will see ditches, much like ours (they really are ditches, not swales); industrial-sized drain covers
just like ours (although many of ours have rusted); concrete chutes just like ours with piles of
rocks, jusﬁ:’“’iike ours. While this treatment may work quite well along our freeway system, it really
has no plé‘cé in established neighborhoods like ours. Further, about half of the rusty, industrial
drain covers stand so far above grade it renders them virtually useless. And, naturally, the
freeways have shoulders, unlike our streets. |

We would like you to imagine coming to visit us, perhaps parking next to one of our ditches,
perhaps having a passenger trying to disembark your car and stepping into one of those ditches.
Perhaps it is your mother. We would like you to imagine living here at holiday time entertaining
friends and relatives at the same time a neighbor or two is doing the same. Imagine parking

available for only five cars near your home where there used to be fifteen.



We remind you that the biggest complaint (fair or not) regarding the City is and has been its
lack of parking. And we ask that you bear in mind that in the “rehabilitated” parts of the City you
have reduced by more than half the number of parking spaces available to your residents, their
guests, and all the out-of-city visitors you wish to draw.

We ask that you talk with the City workers and the Waste Management workers, for example,
as they appear to have some difficulty doing their jobs at times because of the new road
configurations.

We ask that you simply look at our neighborhood. Then we ask that you remember what it
looked like before the “ilmprovements.” The changes that cannot be seen are not a problem. But

visually, our neighborhood has been seriously damaged:

1. Ditches exist where there were none and where none were needed. To our knowledge
there were only isolated case(s) of drainage problem(s), and that has not been corrected with these
ditches and huge, rusty drain covers. As a matter of record, there is more standing water after a
rain now than there was befdre.

2. Our two-lane roads with parking on either side have been replaced by a one-lane path with
parking on one side only.

3. There is a plethora of unfriendly signs (e.g. “No . . .”).

4. There are quasi-curbs made of asphalt which do not run the full length of a block.

5. The concrete chutes and piles of jagged rocks are unsightly at best.

6. The round-a-bouts have been described as everything from “silly” to “ridiculous.” It has
been suggested that when trees are planted perhaps they will look better. Of course, trees are there
already, but only the reflector sticks can be easily seen, and they will never be attractive.

7. If the edges of the roads are finished, they do not look it.

8. If there is a logical reason why the ends of some sidewalks encroach into the road, it is not
apparent, and may cause problems for both drivers and pedestrians.

9. And a mish mash of materials and colors and designs (i.e. asphalt, cement, white, red,

black, strips, blocks, curbs, no curbs, quasi curbs) is not aesthetically pleasing.

All in all, the above ground changes that have been made are neither welcomed by us nor are
they inviting to visitors. They are certainly not functionally better, and they are definitely not at all
attractive. If they were cheap, that would be a plus because it does indeed look cheap. Our pretty,
peaceful looking neighborhood now looks more like a cross between 1-696 and a two-track.

Our fondest wish would be for corrections in our neighborhood which restore the ambience,
function and character it had before the “improvements.” Absent that, we fervently hope that you

reconsider having any other part of the City devastated as our neighborhood has been.



As a gesture of goodwill, we ask that the members of the City Council and the City Manager meet
with some of the more than seventy (70) people who have signed this letter, in order to have a meaningful
dialogue regarding our neighborhood. We would like for you to understand the depth of our feelings

regarding the above-mentioned conditions and would like to give you the opportunity to allay our

concerns.

Please feel free to contact either Jeri McKeon Anderson &iilil®) or Barbara Latreille or Alice

Stritzinger to make such arrangements.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

The Concerned Residents of Piety Hill






experience in the Prospect Street area of the city where mini-circles were also installed is that it
has been successful in diverting traffic and in slowing traffic.

e Sidewalks are required by the American’s with Disabilities Act to have textured and colored
areas near street crossings in order to allow the visually impaired to know a street is before
them. The letter indicated that these may not be aesthetically pleasing but they are necessary
to help the disadvantaged among us.

Our Council has been dedicated to having transparent government and citizen participation, which is
why during the street project we invested in having a charette, walkabouts, open houses, open
meetings, etc. during which hundreds of residents have expressed the problems with their streets
and neighborhoods. We encourage your continued participation and if you would like to participate
in a meeting with us on the topic of streets, please contact City Hall at 546-3500 and we will make
arrangements depending upon the number of interested residents.

We will also meet with the individuals who circulated the letter in the near future. We have been
unable to secure a meeting as quickly as we had hoped but we felt that those who signed the letter
to City Council deserve a prompt response. | trust that when this meeting is finalized, we will
discuss many of the above points in greater detail and we may have further follow-up as a result.

As always, please contact us with any questions or concerns.

Steve Manor Scott Patton Scott Niblock
City of Howell Mayor Pro-Tem City of Howell Council Member City of Howell Council Member





